ED 8U5 

AUTHOR 
TITLE 



0 



POB DATE 



AVAILABLE FROM 



EDRS PRICE 
DESCEIPToks 

• I' 



DOCOBENT RESOHE 

^ ; CS 202 372 , 

Comins, 'Erik Ear ick, * Galen R,* ' , 

Current, Offerings in S^ix S'pecified^Sub jects in 
Accredited (and the Largest Unaccredited ) School:^ , 
and Departments of Journalism, 

73 • ^ * ' , ' 

13p,; Survey conducted for the meeting on ^'Education 
^for Newspaper Journalists in the Seventi^^s and. 
Beyond," Reston, Virginia r , Oct, 31-lIov, 2, T973 
PROCEEDINGS: '^Edu'cation for ^ Newspaper Journalists in 
the Seventies an.d -Beyond/' AN PA-v Foundation, 
Washington, D,C,r 1974 ' ^. I 

KF-$0\?76 HC-$1;58 Ptus Postage 
♦College Programs^ ^Content ^Analy^^s ^Course 
Content ; ^Degree Requirements; Sducat^io^al Research: 
Higher Education; ^Journalism; Managemeivt^^* Mass 
Media; National Surveys; Nonverbal^ Communication; 
"Program .Content; Research Methodology; *SchooI 
Surveys; Technology;. IJ^^cin Culture 



ABSTRACT ^ . \ ' ' ' 

This survey was conducted 1:.p dete.rmen. the extent of, 
course' offerings by the a^ccredited arid thei^Largest ^unaccredited 
j6urn.alism programs in the ar^as of nonverbal^ communications^jr 
research methods f.or working journalists, media economics and 
management, '"major issues in contemporary society, the urban 
community, and new technology, i:wo mailings and some telephone, calls 
produced responses from 52 (85 pferc^nt) of the .accredited and nine . 
(90, percenr), of the 1<5 lar.gest uaaccredited- programs, giving a 
combined^ reponse rate of 86 percetit^/Three of' the advocated kinds of 
cours'es w^ere reported as offered in about two thirds of the 
accredited and large unaccredi'ted.journilism^programs. These courses 
are reasearch methods for working j^our^alists, media economics, and 
major issues in contempoi^^ary s<?ciety,, A cburse in nonverbal 
communications .was. reported/as being offered at about one-third of 
the schoolSc Courses in the new technology of mass communication and 
the anatomy of the urban community were found to be offered by fewer 
than one-fifth of the schools* (The 'remits of ^thls survey are' 
discussed ^ length, and. datav are presented in ta=ble format.) (RB) 



' Documents acquired by SRIC include many informal unpublished . 

* materials not available from other sources. ^RIC mq^kes ^very ef fojri 

* ro obtain the best copy available. Nevertheless it/ems of marginal 

* rep^roducibility are often encountered- and this affects" tjie quality 

* of the microfiche^ and hardSoJ^y' reproductions -ERIC makes available 

* v:ta the ERIC Documetit Reprtfnuction Service (EDRS) . EI\,RS is not 

* responsible for the quality ol the original document. Repro^duct ions 

* supplied by EDRS ar'e the best that can be made from the original.. 

*i* ************ 



CURRENT OFFERINGS IN SIX SPECIFIED SUBJECTS 
IN ACCREDITED (and _the largest unaccredited) 
SCHOOLS AND DEPARTMENTS OF JOURNALISM 



U$.0|PARTMeNT0FH6ALTH, 
.EGRjCATlON i WELFARE. * 
NATIONAL tNSriTUTE OF 
EOUCATfON , 
THIS DOCUMENT MAS BEEN RpPftO 

ouceo EXACTcy as recciveo from 

The person ok ORGANIZATION ORlGlM 
ATING JT POINTS OF VIEW OR OPINIONS 
STATED DO NOT NECESSARit.y REPRE • 
SENT OPPICIAL NAJIONAL INSTITUTE OF 
EDUCATION POSITION Oft POLICY ^ 



This survey was conducted for the Conference 
, qri "Education for Newspaper Journalists 
iiT^ the Seventies and Beyond, " sponsored 
by the American Newspaper Publishers Association^ 
Foundation in cooperation .with the Association 
for Education in Journalism, to' b/» held 
-at Reston, Virginia, October 31 - November 2, t 
1973. ^ . ' ^ 



By Erik L. Collins 
,and 

Galen R. Rarick 

School of Journalism 
Ohio State University 



/ 




2 

317 



Among the pjopositions to be discus'sed at this conference are six 
suggesting that certain specific kinds of courses should; be included in 
the journalism curriculum. Consequently, this survey wap conducted to . 
determine the extent of such offerings in the aCcr:edited| and largest . 
unaccredited journalism programs in the'-United States. ^ u a 

In May of 1973, a questioftnaire was sent to the aWmistrative heads 
of the 61 schools and departments which were accredited jby the American > 
Council on Education "for Journalism for the 1972-73 acaaemi^ year. The 
-questionnai-re was also sent 'to the administrative heads (of the 10 unac- 
credited .schools and departments which had the largest enrollments of ^ 
journalism majors as .reported in the Journalism Educator of January, 

1973 1 

'two mailings and some telephone calls produced responses from 52 
(85Z) of the accredited' programs and nine (90%)- of the 10 largest un- 
accredited programs. The response rate for,the two groups combined is 
86%. Since no meaningful differences between the two groups were ob- 
served, the data were; pooled for the analysis' that follows. - 

Because responses were obtained from- almost 'all members of the uni- 
verse as defined for this study (all accredited journalism programs and 
the 10 largest unaccredited 6nes), the data are subject^ to Very little' 
sampling error,. The findings cannot necessarily be applied, however, to 
smaller unaccredited, journalism programs. '''' | 

. . Non-verbal Communication * i ' * ^ 

f ' * - i 

Proposition 2 holds/that journalism schools should offer a course 
in non-verbal communication. Although 27 respondent^ ^aid^their- schpols 
offe-r such a course, five of them apparently confused [non-verbal with 
"non-oral." They listed such courses as news writing and editing and 
in a couple of cases added comments such as "none of our courses deals 
primarily with speaking." In other words, 22 (see Table 1) of ^Je respon- 
dents (36%>- listed courses ^which appeared to be concerned essejitially with 
non-verbal communication. Ten of these, however, appeared mora likely 
to be the traditional photojournalism course than the broader kind of non- 
verbal communication course" that is advocated in Proposition 2.* The 
titles or descriptions of only eight of the courses clearly indicated 
that they were general non-verbal communication classep. 

As shown In Table 2-? 46% of' the 2*2 departments offering what they 
consider to be a non-^vfirbal communication course require it of journalism 
majors, while it is strictly an elect-ive in 40%. Jn the other 14/. of 
the schools, the course is elective for some students. ;and required for 
others. For example, it may be required of students in one sequence 
but elective for those in other sequences. Or it may 'be requJ.red ot 
' undergraduates but is elective for graduates. i • , , 

■ ' In about half of the schools, the course is open j to botl^ndergrad- - 
uate and graduate, students, while in most of the others it is open only 
to" unde'rgraduates. In. only one school is the course 9pen only to grad- 
uate students. ' , . , ai™«^». 
The non-verbal communication courses tend to be rather new. Almost 



two-thirds of them, were first offered in 1960 or more recently 
\ 



Close 



* One respondent listed a course titled "Press Photography" and then wrot.e: 
"Is this what you mean? We don't teach go-go dancing'. 
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to a fifth of them were first offered in 1949 or earlier, -but all of 
these appear to be rather ti;a3itional photojournalism coqrses. 

About two-thirds of the schools offer the course in two or more 
academic terms** during a calendar year, and collective enrollment is 
large. Since the course is required of all journalism majors in about 
half the schools, it is not surprising that half the schools repo;:t that, 
it is taken by. 100 or more students during a typical calendar year. 

^Re search Methods for Working Journalists 
^ ^ 

Proposition 3 contends that journalism students should take a course 
in research methods that is geared to the work of reporters and editors 
.rather, than being a xes^arch methpds course^ that is aimed at the study 
of commtinication processes and behavior in general. o y 

Approximately 61% of the respondents said they offer such a course,^ 
but as shown ±u Table 3,. the titles or descriptions of not quitk^half 
of these cou^-ses indicate clearly that such is the case. The other half 
appear to be courses of th6 mof^ general communication research type, but 
which the respondent considers to 'be readily applicable to the working 
journalist's world. (In fact, one respondent \^ho said the school does 
not offer a course pointed specif ically , at the working journalist's needs 
wrote: "Our basic research methods^ course is designed to give students 
an understanding of communication research methods which can be applied . 
on the business side, in editorial decision-making, in subsequent grad- ^ 
iiate study, etc.- It is not primarily devoted tb resffearch by working 
journalists—reporters, deskmen, etc. Even so, the student who takes . 
the course .and becomes a working journalist will understand such research, 
why it is* done, how it is done, etc.) 

- There is a tendency for the research i^ethods course to be^ required 
of all journalism *ina jo rs at the graduate level, but not at the under- 
graduate level. In fact, >the course is open to only graduate students 
at half the schools. 

The research courses are generally recent curricular additions, with 
two-thirds of thehl offered for the first time in 1960 or later. Only . 
5% of them originated before 1950. 

Since* enrollment- is often limited to graduate students, it is not 
surprising, if hat the number of students taking these courses tends to be 
small, fewer than 50 students take the course in a full calendar year 
at four-fifths of the schools offering it. 

The modal frequency of offering the course is once or twice in each 

calendar year^ 

•* ♦ » 

Media Economics and ^^anagement 

Some 62% of the respondents said they .offer a course in media economics 
and management as advocated in Proposition 8. The titles or descriptions 
of almost all of these courses, as shown in Table 4, clearly indicated 
that Such is the case. ' 



** In this stu^y, "academic term" refers to whatever calendar unit 
the respondent's school Employs: quarter, semester, trimester, etc. 
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An elective in almost all cases, the course is open to both under- 
^ ^ graduate and graduate students in two-thirds of the schools. In all but 

one of the others, it is required of only certain students. 

Even though it was put into the curriculum in the 1950 's or 19'60's 
at two-thirds of the schools, the course still draws comparatively small 
-enrollments. In a calendar year, it is taken by fewer than 50 students 
at 84% of the schools, where it is commonly offered just once a year. 

Anatomy of the Urban Community ^ 

Only 10 (16%) of the respondents said they offer a course devoted 
^primarily to the study of contemporary Urban society as advocated in Proposi- 
tion 10. The titles or descriptions of seven of these courses supported 
the claim. 

The modal characteristics of these courses, as shown in Table 5, 
are ^s f pllows : • 

Open to both undergraduate and graduate students, the elective 
course was put into the curriculum in the 1970's. Offered once a year, 
it has an enrollment of fewer than 50 students. 

. Quit^e a few of the .respondents who said they^ offer no such course 
pointed out that such study is available in other departments on campus 
^ * and that journalism students are often encouraged to enr^oH. 

c ' • Major Issue§ -l:ir'"Contemporary Society 

/ . ^ Proposition 11 contends that journalism schools or dep'artments should 

offer a course examining major issues in contemporary society. Such was 
reported td be the case at 67% of the responding schools. In only half 
of these'cases, however, did' the title or description clearly indicate 
J .that the course had such content. . ^ 

jl ' Table 6 shows 'that the course, is most often an elective (59%), but 

!| is required of .all journalism students at nearly a third of Che schools. 

.Usually open to both graduate and undergraduate students, the contemporary 
issues course is, most Ijikely to have been added to the curriculum in 
' ^1960 or later. 

I *The frequency of offering the course varies greatly among the schools, 

^ ' \ ' ranging from not -at all to four terms in the typical calendar year. The 

. overwhelming majority of schools, however, offer it one to three terms 
, . , / a year. Enrollment also varies greatly, with 15% of the schools reporting 

I ' that the course is t<iken by-fewer than 20 students in a calendar year and 

32% .repbrting that it is taken by 100 or more students^-,^- 

. > New Technology - *^ 

Only 13% of the respondents said they offer a course devoted primar- ^ 
ily to the new technology of journalism as advocated in Proposition 16. 1 
And the titles or descriptions of only two of these courses made it clear 
that such^is the case. 

Quiee a few of the respondents who said they do. not offer such a course 
reporlted that they incorporate information concerning the new technology 
into courses in management or editing. 

As shown in Table 7, the modal characteristics of the eight courses 
reported as being primarily concerned with the new technology are as 
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follows: ' ^ . . ' 

.Open to both graduates and undergraduates or, only to undergraduates 
the course is an elective' or is required of only certain kinds of students. 
Added to the curriculum in the 1970 's,. the new technology course is of- ' 
fered each calendar year and draws from 20 to 100 or more students. 

• * 

Enllghteplng Comments 

' C ResDondents were invited to describe their "of ferings in the six ' 
specified areas, and quite a. few of them'did.. .Below are quotations which 
give some of the flayor of "editorial comments" that went beyond course 
description. - ..u, . , • 

In response to the question about a course devoted primarily to the 
anatomy of the urban community, one respondent said his schoo], does not 
offer one and wrote: ! , ' ' , ' 

"More appropriately the function o'f other departments." » 
In answering the same question, another respondent said his school " 
offers a course in "Community Structure and Development" '<but that "It's- 
a PR course. Few journalism majors take it." 

•In reporting that his school does not offer-a course. in research • 
methods' for the working journalist,- one respondent wrote: ' 

"This information, as it pertains in specific situations, is offered 
in a number of courses including reporting, editorial wrifing, feature - 
writing, magazine article writing, and others."' (Another respondent 
listed nine courses into which such information is incorporated.) 

-In reporting that his school does not offer ^ course devoted' p.rimar- 
i'ly to non-verbal communication, one respondent wrote: 
"Are you kidding?"^ - ^ 

Another respondent reported that his school dies not offer a course 
P^^'"^^^^^ "^^^^^ economics and management and 'that such stuxly 
is not considered essential to undergraduate preparation." 

And, finally, in answering tWe question concerning a qourse -on the 
new technology of mass "communication, one person wrote: 

. "I don't know what you mean." „ ■ , . 

' ■ ' SUMMARY " , 

Three of the advocated kinds 'of courses were reported .as being offered 
in about two-thirds ^of the accredited and large unaccredited journalism 
programs. These courses are: research methods for working journalists 
media economics and management, arid major issues in contemporary society. 

A course in non-vexbal communic-ation was reported as being offered 
at about one-third of the schools. . Courses in the new 'technology of mass 
communication and the anatomy of the urban coinmunity were found to be 
offered in fe^er than one-f if tir>£^.the- schools . These few schools may, 
however, be setting a new trend: m&^t of the courses in these three 
area's have been* added to the curricula in the 1970 's. ^ 

. None of the six advocated types of cours.es is at this time required 
of all journall'sm. students in a majority of the schools offering it. 
The only one that comes plose to being so is the course in non-verbal ' " 
c6mmunication. It is required of all majors' at 10 of the* 22 schools where 
it is reported as being offered. 

Most of the courses tend to be open to both graduate and under- 
graduate studerfts. The one exception- is the research methods cour.se, 



which is open to only graduate students at a majority of the schools-. 

Four of the six kinds of courses tend to be offered during two or 
more academic terms each year, the exceptions are media ec'bnomics and 
the new technology of mass communication. The modal frequency for each 
of those two types is once each calendar year. 

The cumulative number of students in a calendar year is fewer than 
100 for a majority of the schools offering any one of the courses except 
for non-verbal communication, which is taken by 100 or- more students at 
11 of the 22 schools offering it. The courses in research methods and 
media economics tend especially t^ include small numbers of students,, 
with the total yearns .enrollment seldom reaching 50. 

The authors noticed, almost as soon as the returns started coming 
in, a phenomenon that has been observed in public opinion polling: by 
asking a question, you may be creating an opinion. When journalism 
administrators were asked whether their schools or departments offer 
certain courses, it appears that they sometimes felt they should say 
**yes" even when-the course titled or descriptions which they, provided 
did not particularly support the statement.* Only in the "rarest of cases 
did a respondent write "ar_e__yjo,u kidding?" or "not considered essential." 

Another observation of some interest is the fact that in every instance 
where a course was reported as being offered, the respondent said his 
^school or department plans to co^.tinue it. Not once was it said that the 
course is to be dropped. Tvvo ^ot»sible reasons for this 100% response may. 
be suggested. TirSt, it may be that once a course has made its difficult 
way through curriculum committees arid budget offices, the thought of 
dropping it is too painful to endure.. Or it may be that the six kinds of 
courses dealt with here have proved in every case to be- of sufficient 
value to warrant continued effort. Which of these explanations, if either, 
is correct, the ^authors leave to the judgement of the conference partici^- 
_pants. \ I 



* The authors had expected that such yea-saying might be encouraged by 
the ques|:ionnaire. Consequently, they started it with a set of questions 
as to whether a course devoted primarily 'to editing was offered. They knew 
that it was"^ offered in^ almost aJLl cases (97% said ^!yes"), but they hoped 
that giving the respondent a chance to demonstrate early that his school 
or department is "with it*' would reduce the need subsequently to say "yes." 
If asking this first set of questions^ did reduce yea-saying, the evidence * 
suggests that the phenomenon may be especially troublesome in a study 
such as this one. — * * , 
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TABLE 1 - Number ^and Percentage'of Accredited and. Large Unaccredited 
Journalism Programs Offering Certa'^in^^.Courses •(N=61), 



Have at least one course ^ 


No. 






devoted primarily to: ' • ^* 






Non-verbal cofnmuriication ' 


- 22 




36 


Research methods for working journalists 


37 




61 


Media economics and management 


38 




.62 ' 


• ^ ' ' ' 
'Anatomy' o'f the urban community 


?10 




16 


Major issues in^ cdntempptary society 


41 . 


t 


. 67 


New technology • / 


• « 




13 



TABLE 2 Characteristics of Courses in Ndh-Verbal Communication (N=22) 



Title or description clearly, identi^fies / No. 
course as emphasizing non-verbal coiranunicatlony : ' 8 

For journalism Imajbrs , course is - . - 

Elective , • * ' * " ^-9^ • 

Required * * 10 

Other ' . ^ 3- 

Course is open /to^ ~ . 

o Undergraduates only * „ 9 

Graduate students only 1 

Both ^ ' 12 

Cour§e was fir^st offered in: * 

" 1970 or later , ' .9 

1960-69 ' / . 5 

^ 1950-59 ' i> 3 

1949 or earlier * ' '4 

* Not ascertained ' I, 

Approximate number of students who *• 

take course in full calendar year: 

19 or fewer , 3 

20-49 3 

50-99 . 5 

100 or more 11 

Number of academic terms in which course is 

offered in typical calendar -year : 

0 . 1 

.1 • 6 

2 . < . . 6 

3 ' .8 

4 1 



% 
'36 



4*0 
46 
14 

41 

I A 

41 
23 
14 
18 
5 



14 
14 
23 
50 



5 
27 
27 
36 

5 




TABLE 3 - Characteristics of Cbutses in Research Methods for Working 
Journalis t s (N=3 7 ) ^ . * , 



Title or description clearly identifies 
course as emphasizing research. methods 
for working journalists 

For journalism majors, course is: 
Elective 
Required 
Other 

Course is open to: ^ 
Undergraduates only 
* Graduate ^students only 
^ ' Both 

Course was first offered in: 
1970 or later 
i96(5-69' - 
1950-59 
' 1949 or earlier , 
Not ascertained^ 

Approximate number of students who 
take course in £ull calendar year: 

19 or fewer 

20-49 

50-99 • , ^ , 

100 or more ' ^ 
Not ascertained 

Number of academic terms in which course 
is offered in typical calendar year: 

0 = 

1 

3 



No. 



16 

19 
1^ 
6 

3 
20 

14 

12 
13 

7 
2 
3 



/ 



4' 



11 
19 
6 
0 
1 



1 
6 
6 
8 
1 



43 

51 
32 
16 

8 
54 
38 

32 

35. 

19 

5 

8 



30 
51 
16 

.0 
3 



5 
27 
27 
36 

5 



\ 
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TABLE 4 - Characteristics of Courses" In Media Economics and Management ,(iN=38) 



No. 




36 




32 


84 


1 


' ■ 3 


•5 


13 


7 


1ft 


"5 


13 


, 26 


68 

• 


• c. 
0 


16 




40 


8.. 


N 21 


6-' 


16 


3 


8 




40 


17 


45 


3 


§ 


2 


5 


1 


3 


5 


13 


25 


• 66 


8 


21 



Title or des^riptiQn clearly identifies course 
as -emphasizing media economics and management 

For journalism majors, course ±si 
Elective 
Reijuired 
^ther. 

"'Course is* open to:^ 

Undergraduates only 
Graduate students^, only 

Both " . ^ 

Course was first offered in: 

'1970 or later ' . - 

1960-69 

1950-59 ; * * 
1949 or earlier 

Not ascertained ' 

\ 

Approximate number of students^ who 
take course .in full calendar year: 

19 or fewer 

<^20-49 

50-9$ 

100 or more 
Not ascertained 

' 

NumbeV of academic terms irf which course is 
offered in typical calendar year: 

0 ' .. ' 

.1* • ' 

2 • 
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TABLE 5 - Cliaracteristics of Courses in the Anatonv^ of. the Urban Commu^iity 
. ' . . (N=10) ^^^^ ^ 



Title or description' clearly identifies 
course as emphasizing study of the urban* 
communic-/ ' e 

For journalism majors, course- is: 
Elective 
Required 
Other 

fr *» • . 

Course l,s open to: 

^ Undergraduates, only 

s Gra^d'uate students only 

Both 

Course was first offered in: 
igjO or later ' 
.19^0-69 
1950-59 

1949 or earlier 

^.Approximate number of students who 
^ take course in full calendar year-; 



19 or fewer 

20-49 

50-99 

' loo or more 



\ 



Number of academic tertns in which course 
Is offered in typical calendar year: 
1 

• ^" •„ ^ . 



No. 
7 

7 
1 
2 

3- 

'1 
6 

6 

' 3' 
0 
1 



k ■ 

3 

2 



6 

«5 3 
1 



% 
70 

70 
10 
20 

30 
10 

60 

60 
30 
0 
10 



40 
30 
26 
10 



60 
. 30 
10 



j 



11 ^ 

31*^ 



TABLE 6 - Characteristics' of Courses in Major Issues in Contemporary * 
, Society (>M1) . / - . * 



Title or description plearly identifies ' No,^ % 

course as emphasizing major issues in , ^ 

contemporary society ^ ' ^20 49 J 

For journalism' majors, course Is: 

^ Elective ~ • ' * * 24 59 * 

Required j 13 32 

Other . 4 , * -idT ^ 

Course is open to: * • . % 

Undergraduates only , 11 , 27 

Graduate students only _ ' ^ ^ * 6 • ^15^ 

Both / • . ' ; , 24 . ' 59 

Course :Was first offered in: 

1970 or later 8 - 20 

• 196b-69 - ^ 17 ' ^42 

1950-59. ' * ^ * / 8n , 20 \ 

194^ or earlier 5 - 12 ] 

Not ascertained \ * 3 7 | 



Approximate number of students who , . ^ 
jtake course in full calendar 'year : 

19 or fewer * ... , , / \ 6 15 

20-49 ' ^ ' ^ . 10 .24 

»^ 50-99 - / II 27 

100, or more 13 32 

~^Not ascertained ^\ '1 2' 

Number of academic terms in which course. , , ' > 

is offered in typical calendar year 
*0 \ ' . 

1 " • 14 34 

2 ' - 14 34^ , . ; 
^3 . 10 24 

^ '2 i 5. r 

\ 



t 



1 " 2- 



\ 



\ 
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TABLE 7--« Characteristics Of CcTurse iiv the New Technology of ^Mass 
' Cogimurtication (N-S). «? . V* * ' 



,'T:^le or 'description clearly identifies 
•course as emphasizing the new technology 



for jcfarifalism -jnajorl , course is:-.' 

EJ.ec;ti've ' , , ■ 

Required 
■' • Otji^r 



Course is open to: . 

Undergraduates only 
Gradqate students only 
Both 

Not ascertained ' 

Course was first offered in: 

197.0 or later- 
. ^ 196*0-69' ' . ' . ■ 

Approximate number of students "ho^ /* 
take course in full calendar yeay: 
, 19 or f ew.er \ 
.20-49 / * , ' 

♦50-99 
' ' 100 or mpre 

■Not ascertained . " * 

Number' of academic terms in v^hich course 
is'offereji in. typical calendar ycaE: 
• . 0 ' - , , 

. 1 ■ " . 
2 

4 "■ . . . > 

Not ^^ascertained . 



4 

1- 
3 

3 
1 
3 
1 

7 
1 



0 
3 
1 
2 
2 



1 

1 
1 
1 



% 

25 

50 
1-3 • 

38 

38 
13 

88 

~i3. 



0 
38 
13 
25 
25 



13 
5^0 
13, 
13 
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